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Your obligation is to student learning

more than to disciplinary content.

Global Change in Higher Ed

ÅBologna Process

ÅAccreditation and Accountability

ÅGeneral Education reform



Who are Your Students?

Percent first - generation college -
goers?

Percent in Greek system?

Percent minority?

Geographical origins?

Percent transfer students?

Percent with learning disabilities?

Percent in top 10% of high school?

Percent with strong religious 
commitments?



Profile of First - Time Entering Freshmen
Fall 2008

CAMPUS

GENDER

Pullman Vancouver Tri-Cities

Men 49% 45% 44%

Women 51% 55% 56%

GEOGRAPHIC ORIGIN

In State 86% 97% 98%

East 27% 3% 96%

West 59% 94% 2%

Out of State 12% 2% 2%

International / Unknown 14% 2 students 0%

HIGH ABILITY

HS GPA >3.59 40% 35% 19%

HS GPA >3.59 and (SAT>1199 or ACT >26.49) 14% 13% 5%

Best Score Composite* 1117 1090 1033

ETHNIC ORIGIN

Total Minority 15% 13% 21%

White 77% 78% 65%

Not Reported 6% 8% 14%

International 2% 1% 0%



Classroom Context Shapes Learning

Å33% of entering students are first generation college or 
low income; 50% of graduating class (due to transfers) 
[Pullman]

Å1/3 are in the Greek system [Pullman]

Å1/3 in top 10% of high school

ÅSubstantial minority with strong religious commitments

Å50% of each graduating class are transfer students

Å10 - 20% on medication for depression & other conditions

Å10 - 20% with diagnosed or undiagnosed learning 
disabilities



SAFETY:  Your Action Steps

ÅProvide these URLs on every 
syllabus

http://safetyplanwsu.edu

http://oem.wsu.edu/emergencies

http://alert.wsu.edu

ÅMention in class

ÅDiscuss emergency plan for each 
class or lab you teach

http://safetyplan.wsu.edu/
http://oem.wsu.edu/emergencies
http://alert.wsu.edu/




Teaching at WSU is Outcomes - Driven

Your obligation is to student learning

more than to disciplinary content.



Common Approach to Curriculum 
Design

C O N T E N T



O
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Determining Outcomes

ÅWhat 3 -5 things should 

your students know and 

be able to do 5 years 

later?

ÁIs the course a general 
education course?

ÁA pre - requisite or have pre -
requisites?

ÁLower or upper division?

ÁRequired for major?

Á

ÁElective?

ÁGraduate?



Six Learning Goals of the Baccalaureate

ÅCreative and Critical Thinking

ÅQuantitative and Symbolic Reasoning

ÅInformation Literacy

ÅCommunication

ÅSelf in Society

ÅSpecialty
Undergraduates receive 

Goals bookmarks that 

are written in student -

friendly language.



General Education

ÅContext for problems

ÅCareer building

ÅPersonal growth

ÅFlexibility and discovery

Åhttp://generaleducation.wsu.edu/

http://generaleducation.wsu.edu/


Office of Undergraduate Education

Graduation

Tier III
Senior

Tier II

Junior

Sophomore

Tier I

Freshman

Admission

Tier III

Tier II

General

Education

22 Credits

Math World Civ I World Civ II Science Engl 101 Placement 

Exam

University

Portfolio

Writing in

the Major

Washington State University

Undergraduate Curriculum

Entrance Requirements:

Student Assessment:

GPA Test Score Index; subject matter profile

Placement exam; course grades, University 

Portfolio; end of program assessment



The point of all the goals, 
courses, and requirements 
is to empower students. . . 

to reach their own 
personal and 
professional goals, and 
to become lifelong 
learners.



ÅIdentify desired results (outcomes)

ÅDetermine acceptable evidence

ÅPlan learning experiences and instruction

Q uickTimeÊ and a
 decom pr essor

ar e needed t o see t his pict ur e.
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Assessment and Grading

ÅWhat evidence will tell you that students 
have met the learning goals?

ÅPlan how assignments/exams demonstrate 
learning outcomes

ÅDesign assignments and exams for 
demonstration of knowledge (VERBS)

ÅAlign weight of assignments/exams with 
significance/difficulty of work

ÅEstablish mini - deadlines for substantial, 
high - stakes assignments




